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The Moral Rhetoric of Climate Change
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Research Questions Loadings of Moral Rhetoric by Ideology The Effect of Climategate on Rhetoric
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Moral Foundations Theory Summary of Results

Haidt & Joseph (2004) ** Based on Sagi & Dehghani (2014) | e « Climate change debate rhetoric focuses on:
“* Words as vectors in a semantic space “* harm to the environment

* Data points: Contexts of use of key terms ;" <.l L “* loyalty to the national interest
< global warming ‘\ " betrayal/

loyalty

** climate change *** Ideology affects rhetoric

~

»* Basic measure: Angle between vectors of key terms ** Conservative media shows lower levels of rhetoric
from the Moral Foundations Dictionary ... but only for climate change

** 5 categories of moral concerns:
s Authority (command; duties; protest)
*** Fairness (balanced; honesty; injustice)
** Harm (care; damage; protection)
»* Lovyalty (ally; group; national)
»* Purity (dirty; exploitation; integrity)

Corpus Sif;:(?éic ¢ Both groups show lower levels of rhetoric for global warming

*** Climategate had a minimal effect on media coverage
v *** Progressive media exhibited a decrease in authority rhetoric

(Graham et al., 2009)

** A set of terms associated with each concern Compute distances ot - : : -
* Select contexts Compute b etween _,Gtatlstw? and an increase in purity rhetoric.

<» Moral Foundations Dictionary $ -

context vectors analysis

context vectors
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